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Some impasto potsherds had been collected in the
water along the banks of the two small islands in the
Caprolace lake. The potsherds can be dated from Middle
Bronze Age to Recent Bronze Age (Alessandri 2013).
These were mixed with abundant roman potsherds.
During a site visit in 2017, a protohistoric layer were
observed in the northern island, partially eroded by
water. An excavation campaign and a systematic coring
campaign have been planned for the autumn 2017.

o] Recent Bronze Age

@®  Middle Bronze Age 3

Grotta la Sass ' O Middle Bronze Age 1-2

The project

The Caprolace and La Sassa excavations are taking place
in the framework of the Groningen Avellino Project and
in collaboration with Tor Vergata University. The aim is
to investigate the Copper Age and the Early/Middle
Bronze Age in the Pontine Plain, before and after the so-
called Avellino eruption. An ongoing set of DNA and
iIsotope analyses (Sr, N, C, C14) on the human bones will
investigate their origins, provenience, diet and
chronology. Those analysis will be carried out in
collaboration with the University of Oxford (DNA,
Department of Zoology) and with the INGV (Sr, Istituto
Nazionale Geofisica e Vulcanologia) of Naples.




